September 30, 2010
Dear Parents/Guardians:

We are happy once again to offer the NC Women and Mathematics Mentoring Program.  Last year 65 eighth-grade girls from nine middle schools in Durham Public Schools and 30 professional women with mathematics- and science-related jobs participated in the Mentoring Program.  Girls who participated in the program discovered lots of different ways that mathematics is used in the workplace.  Parents especially enjoyed the opportunity to come with their daughter to “Mentoring Madness in May,” an evening of mathematics entertainment, mathematics games, shared projects, and fun which concluded the program.

Your daughter was chosen by her mathematics teacher to participate in the program.  She and one or two other eighth-grade girls from her school will be partnered with a volunteer mathematics mentor.  The mentor, a woman working in a mathematics- or science-related job, will call to introduce herself sometime in December.  The student and her parents will meet the mentor for the first time at the Kick-off, scheduled for early January 2011.  The group will meet approximately once each month from January through May.  Your daughter’s mentor will organize activities with the girls that will expose them to exciting career options and to interesting mathematics/science-related topics.

In March, students and mentors will attend the Marjorie Lee Browne Career Awareness Day at North Carolina Central University.  This day-long (free) conference, planned specifically for the students involved in the Mentoring Program, is one of the program’s highlights.  In addition, students who participate in the program are eligible to receive a scholarship to attend a summer enrichment program.

In order for your daughter to be eligible for selection in the Mathematics Mentoring Program, you must complete the parent permission form in this packet, making sure you sign it.  In addition, your daughter must complete the attached application form.  Please return these forms to your daughter’s mathematics teacher before October 18, 2010.  If you have any questions, please call Dr. Carol White at 560-2627 or Laura Smith at 544-6055.
Sincerely,

Dr. Carol White, Director

Secondary Mathematics

Durham Public Schools

